
NYINGMA LINEAGE 
 

SAMANTABHADRA 
(Kuntuzangpo) 

VAJRASATTVA 
GARAB DORJE 

MAÑJUSHRĪMITRA 
SHRĪ SIMHA 

 
GURU RINPOCHE, 

PADMÃKARA (8th Cent), 
Pema Tsal 

JÑANASŪTRA & 
VIMALAMITRA 
Bé Lodro Wangchuk 
Ngedön Dharma Wangchuk 
Jetsün Sengé Wangchuk 
Zhangtön Tashi Juba (1097-
1167) 
Tumbu Sumpa 
 
Pema Ösal Dongag Lingpa  
 
Nyimabum (1158-1213) 
Guru Jober. (1196-1255) 

 Pema Lédrel Tsal 
 (1291-13?).  

Trülshik Sengé Gyapa.  
Drupchen Melong Dorje. 

(1243-1303)    Gyalsé Lekpa 
(1290-1366)  

Kumārādza. (1266-1343) 
Künkyen Longchen Rabjam  
(1308 1363).  

Menyag 
fourteen lamas  
 
 
 
 
 

Various Lineages 
 
KADAMPA 
Lineage 
A T I S H A  
982-1054 
 
 
Scholastic Lineage Practice Lineage 
   

 
 

    Kagyü Lineages 
Phagmo Drupa Dorje Gyalpo (1110-1170 Baram Dharma Wangchuk 

  (Phagmo dru Kagyü) (Baram Kagyü) 
  (FOUR GREAT)

Drigung Taklung Trophu Drukpa Martsang Yerpa Shugsep 
  (EIGHT LESSER)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Butön 1290-1364 
 
Tsongkhap  1357-1364 
Founder of Gelug Trungma-se (circa 1400) 
 TRUNGPA TULKUS 
 Künga Gyaltsen, Trungpa I 
 
  
 Künga Sangpo, Trungpa II 
 
 
 Künga Öser, Trungpa III 

KAGYÜ LINEAGE 
 

VAJRADHARA 
  
Tilopa 
988- 1069  

MAITRIPA KUKURIPA SARAH 
 Naropa  
 1016-1100 
 MARPA 1012-1097 
 MILAREPA 1052-1135 
 GAMPOPA 1079-1153 
 
Takpo Gomtsül  TÜSUM KHYEMPA 
(1116-1169) 1st Karmapa  1110-1193 
(Tsalpa Kagyü) (Karma Kagyü) 

 Drogon Rechen 
   Situ I 1148-1218 
Yamsang  Pomdrakpa 1170-1249 
 
KARMA PAKSHI 
Karmapa II 1204-1283 
Mahasiddha Urgyenpa 1230-1312 
(CHÖJE RINPOCHE) 
RANGJUNG DORJE 
 Karmapa III 1284-1339 
Gyalwa Jungtön Dorje Pel  1296-1376 
ROLPE DORJE 
Karmapa IV  1340-1383  
Khachö Wangpo, Shamar II 1350-1405 
DESHIN SHEGPA 
Karmapa V 1384-1415 
Chöpel Yeshe, Shamar III I406-1452 
Richen Zangpo c. 1400 
TONGWA TÖDEN 
Karmapa VI 1416-1453 
Penkar Jampal Sangpo C. 1400 
Kuo Shih Peljor Töndrup, Gyaltsap I  

1427-1489 
RANGJUNG TSOKYE,    
CHÖDRAG GYATSO 
Karmapa VII  1454–1506 
Sangye Nyenpa I 1457-1525 
MlKYÖ DORJE 
KARMAPA VIII   1507-1554 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rigdzin Jigme Lingpa  
(1729-1798) 
 
Jigme Gyalwé Nyugu 

 
Thuthop Namgyal (Seshen 

Wöntrül) 
Patrül Rinpoche (1808-1887) 
Nyoshul Lungtok Tenpé Nyima 

 Kenchen Ngakgi Wangpo  
Palchen Düpa,  

 
Shédrup Lungtok Tenpé  

Thubten Chökyi Dawa 
(Chöktrul II) 

 
 
 

Dilgo Khyentse 
  1910-1991 
 

  
Drubwang Penor  

Rabjam Rinpoche 
(1966-) 

 
Khyentse Yangsi Rinpoche  

 
 
 
 
 Künga Namgyal, Trungpa IV 
 
 
 
 
  Tendzin Chögyal, Trungpa V 
 
 
 Lodrö Tenphel, Trungpa VI 
Rolpe Dorje I 
of Surmang 
 Jampal Chögyal, Trungpa VII 
 
 
 
 Jamyang Khyentse Gyurme Tenphel, Trungpa VIII 
 Wangpo 1820-1892 
Mipham Karma Tenphel, Trungpa IX  
1848-1912 
  
 Chökyi Nyinje Trungpa X (1875-1938) 
Sechen Gyaltsap 
Pema Namgyal Pema Trime, Jamgön Kongtrül II  
1871-1926 Sechen  1901-1960 
Dzongsar Khyentse Chokyi Lodro     Rolpe Dorje V 
(1893-1959)   Surmang Regent 
Ripa Jigme Tsewang Chodrup  CHÖKYI GYATSO Trungpa XI  
 (1940-1987) Chögyam Trungpa 
Namkha Drimed Rabjam 
(1938-) 
Semo Tseyang Palmo  ÖSEL RANGDRÖL JAMGÖN 

MIPHAM  (1962-)
 
 Chokyi Sengay Trungpa XII
 

Könchog Yenlak, Shamar  1526-1583 
WANGCHUG DORJE 
Karmapa IX  1555-1603 
Chökyi Wangchuk, Shamar VI 1584-1629 
 
CHÖYING DORJE  
Karmapa X 1604-1674 
Tragpa Chöyana, Gyaltsap V 1618-

1658 
Yeshe Nyingpo, Shamar  VII  1631-

1694 
YESHE DORJE 
Karmapa XI 1676-1702 
Chökyi Töndrup, Shamar VIII  1694-1735 
CHANGCHUP DORJE 
Karmapa XII  1703-1732 
Chökyi Jungne, Situ VIII  1700-1774 
DÜDÜL DORJE 
 Karmapa XIII  1733-1797   
Chödrup Gyatso, Shamar X  1742-1792 
Pema Nyinche, Situ IX  1774-1853 
 
THEKCHOK DORJE 
Karmapa XIV 1798-1868 
Lodrö Thaye Jamgön Kongtrül I 1813-

1899 
KHAKHYAP DORJE 
Karmapa XV  1871-1922 
Pema Wangchok, Situ XI 1886-1952 
Khyentse Öser Kongtrül II Pepung 1904-

1953 
 
 
RANGJUNG RIKPE DORJE 
Karmapa XVI, 1924-1981 
Khenchen Thrangu Rinpoche 
 Künzig Shamar Rinpoche, 1952.  
 Tai Situ Rinpoche 1954,  
 Joshri Gyaltsab Rinpoche 1954.  
 Jamgön Kongtrül Rinpoche 1954-1992 
OGYEN TRINLEY DORJE 
  Karmapa XVII, 1985- 
 
 
 

 
Line with arrows indicate either root guru or teacher.



Information from: 
The Practice Lineages at http://www.shambhala.org/members/practice/manual/sec1.html#Practice%20Lineages 
At Practice Manual  http://www.shambhala.org/members/practice/manual 
The Nyingma Lineage of The Buddhism of Tibet. The Dzogchen Ponlop Rinpoche 
 http://www.nalandabodhi.org/nyingma_lineage.html 
The Kagyu Lineage of The Buddhism of Tibet. The Dzogchen Ponlop Rinpoche 
The Kagyü Lineage (This also has images and biographies of each Karmapa and some other lineage teachers) 
http://www.kagyu.org/karmapa/kag/kag00.html 
Golden Kagyu Garland http://www.karmapa.org/history/garland.htm 
The Karmapas and The Tulku Tradition of Tibet 
http://www.kagyuoffice.org/karmapa.background.tulkutradition.html 
Masters of Meditation & Miracles by Tulku Töndrup 
The Nyingma School of Tibetan Buddhism by HH Dudjom Rinpoche 
Kempo Namdröl Rinpoche, Vajrayana Seminary 1997, SMC (Talks 1 & 2, 12th & 13th July 1997) 
Kempo Namdrol Rinpoche , “Nyintik Yabshyi, its origins and transmission”. Lerab Ling, July 1995.    
 
Information also from a chart of these three lineages prepared in the 1980s, from which the idea of this layout and most of the connecting lines have 
come from. No indication on that chart as to who prepared it. 

 
Appendix from Golden Kagyu Garland http://www.karmapa.org/history/garland.htm 
One Karmapa has not been discussed in this account. The biography of Chogyur Lingpa, a Nyingma master and terton (one who reveals the termas, or hidden 
teachings, of Padmasambhava), recounts that between the fourteenth and fifteenth Karmapas was a reincarnation, born into a family related to the fourteenth 
Karmapa, who lived for only two years.  
If one counts this incarnation, Khakyab Dorje then becomes the sixteenth Karmapa, and Rangjung Rigpe Dorje the seventeenth, which makes more 
understandable the prediction of the fifth Karmapa, Deshin Shegpa, to the effect that between the end of the sixteenth and the start of the seventeenth Karmapas 
lives, Buddhist teaching will decline in Tibet, the Chinese will rise against their Emperor - whose line will end, the Chinese will invade and occupy Tibet, and 
that the two countries will suffer and endure poverty 
 
Some traditions only mention Shri Singha receiving teaching from Manjushrimitra but in the Kandro Nyingtik tradition Shri Simha also received teaching 
directly from Garab Dorje (Prahevajra)  
In “Master of Meditation and Miracles” by Tulku Thundup, Shambhala Publications 1996. “According to the Khandro Nyingthig and other sources, Shrīsimha 
also went to Shītavana and received Nyingthig teachings from Prahevajra directly, and later he transmitted them to Guru Padmasambhava and Vairochana.” (p 
63). Although there may be a translation misunderstanding in the next sentence as to who was his teacher for twenty five years. 
Also on page 61 
 
1 “Master of Meditation and Miracles” Note 60 on page 365. “According to LRP 238a/1 & 243a/3, KKZ 283a/4-285b/3 and others, Mañjushrīmitra was 
Shrīsimha’s main Nyingthig teacher. But Shrīsimha also received Khandro Nyingthig and other teachings from Garab Dorje and transmitted them directly to 
Guru Rinpoche. So Longchen Nyingthig, being the essence of both early Nyingthigs, is transmitted by Garab Dorje to Shrīsimha as well as coming through the 
lineage of Garab Dorje, Mañjushrīmitra, Shrīsimha, and so on.” (p365).  LRP= mKha’ ‘Gro sNying Gi Lo rGyus Rin Po Ch’e’I Phreng Ba by Chatralwa Zöpa, 
Knadro Nyingthig, Part II. (f 233a/5-254a/6) (Adzom). Reproduced by Lama Jigtrak and Tülku Pema Wangyal, Darjeeling, India.  KKZ =?      
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